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AUDITORS’
OF

REPORT
THE

SELECTMEN’S

ACCOUNT.

Ist. Wherein they find them chargeable with cash received,
in sundry ways, as follows:
Cash received for savings bank tax,

railroad tax,
literary fund, |
county paupers,
insurance tax,
sale of Jane Walker’s goods,
sale of plank (Rowell’s bridge,)

sale of plank (Contoocook bridge,)

$2,302 25
219 77
215 48
129 28
|

» 25

63 63
7 ii
3 50
$2,946 22

Which is accounted for as follows:

Paid into town treasury, as per treasurer’s receipts, $2,946 22

2d. An account wherein they find the selectmen
charged with orders drawn on the treasurer, amount$12,150 41
ing to
Which is accounted for as follows :
Paid District No.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
1,
g'
3,

$187 90
122 40
111 92

4,

88 34

5

104 06
“

Paid District No. 6,

$104
132
111
96
253
143
98
104
98
106
96
72

06
88
92
20
40
36
82
06
82
68
20
62

20,
21, 1874-5,
24,

STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
$2144.00
1,917 27

Paid state tax,
county tax,

———

$4,061 27
CONTOOCOOKVILLE
Paid I. D. Merrill, treasurer,

PRECINCT

TAX.

Charles N. Tuttle (error),

$450 00
1 36
$451 36

SCHOOL-HOUSE TAXKS.
Paid Davis & Dodge, balance of 1873 tax,
Thomas Chase, balance of 1874 tax,

811 07
22, 00
$33 O07

SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS.
Paid E. A. Boutwell, board of Mrs. Mitchell,
assistance rendered Jalia Lynch,
support of Sally Hastings,
assistance rendered Moses Perry,

$15
58
o1
4

00
88
40
00

$129 28.

—

4)
TOWN
eens

PAUPERS.

rendered Julia A. Kezer’s child,
Susan Baker,
A. & B. Tewksbury,
Angeline Kelley,
transients,
Jane Walker,
S. W. Burbank,
John Drinnells,

$12 50
157 50
412 50
80 75
25 25
79 30
29 48
473

Sally Hastings,
Moses Kezer’s family,
Almira Butrick,
Cora Poland,
Mrs. Benjamin Clark,
'
digging grave, N. EH. Philbrick’s son,
Mary A. Evans,
Charles Crowell, (due from county,)
Geo. W. Mills’ family,

88 00
24 06
2 50
3 50
1673
2 50
58 96
31 63
6 00

$1,035 89

REPAIRING HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
PaidC. W. Underhill, rep ee Si
Peet Dist. No. 1, $11 00
Geo. E. Lord,
Thomas Reid,
Ke
Geo. W. French,
a
3
Guy Carpenter, labor on interval road,

I. K. Kimball,

an
CGS:
v,

4, 3645
23 ari Say
65")
B40
6 00

is

-

C. A. Morrill,
vi
Ebenezer Flanders, labor on Rowell’s bridge,
C. A. Morrill, labor on Contoocook bridge,

Curtice & Stevens, spikes for bridges,
Wm. A. Patterson, shingling Contoocook
Henry C. Stevens, painting
C. A. Morrill, shingles for
W. C. Ager, drawing shingles for
Curtice & Stevens, paints, oils, &c.,

—

bridge,
as
Wy
“¢
ag

Benjamin Hoyt, plank for Rowell’s br idge,
E. E. & A. Currier, lumber and labor on bridge,
Dist. 3,

3800
9 85
14 57
16 75

8
30
2
130:
10

69
00
45
00
00
15 49

40 82

10 50

6
Paid Henry E. Wheeler, plank for culvert, Dist. 21,

$4 16.

David Seavey, railing on bridge, Dist. 14,
Isaac Rowell, snowing Rowell’s bridge,
Thomas E. White, snowing Henniker bridge,
C. A. Morrill, labor and materials, bridge, Dist. 16,

3
5
5
3

97
00
00
35

$367 45
BREAKING

ROADS.

Paid Thomas B. Jones, District No. 30,
we. W. Perry,
i
19,
G. C. Morgan,
h
D3,
Benjamin Flanders,
Thomas Hughes,
Patrick Moran,
Orrin Chase,
George E. Merrill,
Franklin D. Holt,
Herrick C. Annis,
Moses Colby,
Geo. W. Elliott,
Geo. W. Elliott,
John Blake,
E. 8. Richardson,
Charles French,
C. W. Underhill,
David Seavey,
Frank W. Morgan,
John Barnard,
Jonathan Rand,
James Kezer,
S. E. Crowell,
T. O. Harrington,

T. O. Harrington,
Caleb B. Frazier,
Charles O. Barton,

Charles F. Clough,
F. P. Scott,
S. B. Bohonan,

‘“
rf
ae
cS
“
a
es
i
r
e
+
ee
ae
"4
ih
“
ts
“9
Ff
4
5
4
i
4
bP
“
a
ey.

BU
42,
42,
15,
30,
16,
19,
35,
43,
et
31,
P21,
45,
1;
14,
25,
Bo,
49,
20,
36,
34,
30,
49,
ia,
ol,
18,
9,

$48 00
12 64
25 61

|

‘

i

34
30
31
13
11
27
12
3
48
12
12
25
7
30
25
59
5
9
25
54
8
3
37
35
9
33
39

50
54
00
90
50
78.
40
27
47
24
40
94
40
60
10
50
60
20
30
80
60
40
00
60
10
90
80.

7

PaidC.C. Burnham,
Ethan Hoyt,

District No. 35,
i
t,

Charles D. Rand,

és

19,

Charles H. Chase,
Sullivan Flanders,
F. H. Kelley,
M. F. Hoyt,
A. A. Rollins,
John L. French,
Horace Straw,
C. K. Goodrich,
True J. Putney,
N.C. Weeks,

vn

49,
50,
4,
BOs
39,
tee
26,
a8,
dD,
41,

Moses E. Dadge,
Samuel H. Dow,
Frank White,
Samuel A. Hardy,
James H. Emerson,
Tyler B. Hardy,
Jonathan Quimby,
John W. Paige,
Enoch Danforth,
Eli A. Boutwell,

re
:
ot, ee
4
i
9
me

*
st
s
dg
‘
i
“
~
-

12;
La
Boyes
20,
B32)
13,
8,
35,
10,
ayAt

$10 65
4 60

13 48
1 00
48 00
17 38
5 85
32 14
24 00
60 80
61 60
4 25
17

,

.

24
22
17
7

x's

35
56
60
30

84 18

15 08
66 89 15 20
9 60
8 50

$1,290 12
MISCELLANEOUS.

Paid C. E. Taylor, board of auditors,

812 00

H. A. Fellows, services of auditors,

9 00

A. Whittier, lighting Contoocook bridge,

12 00

N. C. Chase, snowing Contoocook bridye,

10 00

S. 8. Kimball, snowing Tyler’s bridge,
H. H. Crowell, cash paid for stationery,
Shaw & Perkins, insurance on town house,
J. W. Wilson, land for cemetery,

8
22
60
95

—

00
06
00
00

Alex. Rogérs, record of births and deaths,

3 00

C. A. Morrill, service as selectman after settling,
N. L. Greene, snowing Blackwater bridge,

8 50
5 00

Orrin Chase, services as constable,

300,

°

8

Paid H. H. Crowell, services as selectman after settling, $10 00
Isaac Story, painting guide-board,
50
John B. Sargent, damage to sleigh,
.
2 00
E. Flanders, services as selectman after settling,
6 50
Charles Gould, surveying land for cemeiery,
2 00
E. A. Jenks, printing 625 town reports,
68 00
E. A. Boutwell, non-resident taxes paid in labor,

Joseph Putney, damage to sleigh,

15 00

1 50

Heirs Horace Chase, error in tax for 1875,
C. A. Morrill, paid Tappan & Albin, services,
J. P. Morrill, labor on cemetery fence,

19 41
10 00
10 06

Curtice & Stevens, paint, nails, &c., cemetery fence, 46 01
Curtice & Stevens, oil, &c., for Contoocook bridge, 1 53
H. H. Crowell, paid Moses Cilley, damage to self
and horse,
25 00
I, K. Kimball, labor on hearse-house and fence,
24 95

I. K. Kimball, shingles for hearse-house,
Geo.B. Hardy, sale of

_

Jane Walker’s goods,

6 00
3 00

Amos H. Currier, freight on shingles,
11
Geo. B. Hardy, notifying town officers,
20
J. &. & E. D. Burnham, lumber for cemetery fence, 38
C. A. Morrill, cash paid for surveying road,
3
C. A. Morrill, labor self and team on cemetery fence, 12
S. E. Morrill, labor on cemetery fence,

11
00
25 |
50
62

10 50

Geo. W. Currier, interest on Lerned legacy,
25 00
Wm. Colby, services as constable,
3 00
Albert Hardy, labor on graveyard fence,
5 80
J. W. Wilson, record of births and deaths,
2 00
EK. E. & A. Currier, use of water trough (2 years),
3 00
L. H. Dearborn, damage to horse in Dist. No. 1, 110 00
Geo. Jackman, error in dog tax,
1 00
Charles N, Tuttle, error in taxes,
3 88
C. A. Morrill, cash, referees on Dearborn horse case, 4 00
D. L. Gage, record of births, marriages and deaths, 16 20

D.
D.
D.
C.
G.

L. Gage, notifying jurors,
4 62
L. Gage, stationery and postage,
*
2 60
L. Gage, paid moving safe,
4 00
A. Morrill, paid M. W. Fifield damage to wagon, 15 40
W. Piper, repairing cemetery fence,
3 50
*

9
Paid A. Rogers, record births and deaths,
G. W. French, stove pipe for town house,

$5 25
75

E. B. Dunbar, lumber and labor for cemetery fence, 10 29
F. H. Kelley, stove and pipe for town house,
12 16
C. E. Clark, stone and plank for bridge, Dist. No. 15, 8 16
Chas. C. Lord, making school report,
3 00
J. J. Dearborn, record births and deaths,
2 50
H. W. Greene, professional services to date,
25 00

KH. A. Boutwell & Co., plank for Contoocook bridge, 73 81
plank for Briar Hill bridge, 11 42
pickets for cemetery fence,
7 65
Ebenezer Wendore horse hire,
9 00
C. A. Morrill, horse hire,
9
H. H. Crowell, horse hire,
15
stationery and postage, .
6
E. A. Boutwell, non-resident highway taxes paid in
labor,
66

50
00
00

75

$1,066 74
ABATEMENT OF TAXKES.
Paid E. A. Boutwell, list of 1875,
if
1874,
a
1874,
"
1875,

$32:
59
12
21

08
42
13
52

$125 15

TOWN

OFFICERS.

Paid H. H. Crowell, services of self with two assessors

in September,
E. Flanders, services

in September,

$170 00
of self with two

assessors

|

C. A. Morrill, services of self with two assessors
in September,
Charles Hardon, services as superintending school
committee,
:
C, A. Harvey, services as superintending school
committee,

C. C. Lord, services
committee,

166 25
117 50
11 25
35 00

as superintending school
51 56.

phie
Paid D. L. Gage, services as clerk,

$25 00

G. A. Curtice, treasurer,
H. H. Crowell, selectman,
E. Flanders, selectman,
C. A. Morrill, selectman,
EK. A. Boutwell, collector,

50
129
92
198
115

00
00
00
00
00

—_——_——

$1,070 56
Total of selectmen’s account,

$12,150 41

The auditors find the account of the selectmen properly
vouched and correctly cast.
TIMOTHY COLBY,
LEWIS D. EVANS,
THOMAS B. JONES,
Hopkinton, Feb, 28, 1876.
Auditors.

FINANCIAL

CONDITION

Town bonds against the town,
State bonds,
Taxes uncollected for 1874-5,
Town house subscriptions unpaid,
Taxes uncollected for 1872-3,
Cash on hand,
X
Amount of indebtedness,

OF TOWN.
$21,300 00

$600 00
2,169 44

175 00
180 92
409 02
-

3,084 38
$17,765 62

HENRY H. CROWELL,
EBENEZER FLANDERS,
CHARLES A. MORRILL,
Selectmen of HopKinton.
Hopkinton, Feb. 28, 1876.

il
DOG TAX, 1874.
Received from town treasurer,

$106 40

Accounted for as follows :

Paid Moses Story, damage to sheep,
J. H. Dodge,
*f
John Blake,
W.H. Dow,

J. B. Sargent,
I. W. Fellows,
Perley W. Beck,

‘4
hy
és
sf

J. R. Elliott,

«

|

J. Richardson,

$25 60
4 80
16 00
3 20

12 00
8 00
16 00

6 40’

a,

14 40

$106 40

REPORT OF LIQUOR AGENT.
Lrebruary 23, 1876.
Cash in agent’s hands as per settlement Feb. 23, 1875, $132 84
Value of stock on hand,

at

Sale of liquors,

5S

78 99

519 84
$731 67

Which is accounted for as follows:

Paid for liquors, casks and freights,
agent’s fees,
cash to town treasurer,

Cash in agent’s hands,
Total,
Value of stock on hand,

$415 48
100 00
100 00

116 19
$731 67
99 44
DAVID L. GAGE, Agent.

AUDITORS’ REPORT OF THE
TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.
G. A. Curtice in account with the town of Hopkinton,

as

treasurer for 1875:

1. The Lerned legacy, where they find
him charged with securities, Feb.
28, 1875,
Interest collected,

$500 00
30 00

Accounted for as follows:
Securities on hand Feb. 28, 1876,
Interest carried to cash account,

$500 00
30 00

$530 00

$530 00
2, Taxes assessed for 1875 and committed

to Eli A. Boutwell for collection :
Taxes uncollected for 1874,
Resident tax, 1875,
Non-resident tax,

Dog tax,
|
Resident precinct tax,
Non-resident precinct tax,
Taxes uncollected for 1872 and
William Colby’s list,

$1,405 64
9,460 89
506 58

115 00
609 85
3 47
1873,

Accounted for as follows:
Cash received from collector,
Taxes remaining uncollected for 1874
and 1875,
Taxes remaining uncollected for 1872
and 1873,

180 92

$19,982 35

$9,931 99

2,169 44
180 92

—_——. $12,282 35
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3. An account of securities:

State bonds,
Interest on state bonds,
Accrued interest on bonds,

Securities for town house subscriptions
unpaid,

$2,500 00
87 00
28 10
175 00

$2,790 10

Accounted for as follows:

State bonds sold,
Interest on state bonds,
Town house securities,
State bonds on hand,

$1,900
115
175
600

00
10
00
00

89790 10

4, Cash account:

$3 164 64

Cash on hand at settlement, 1875,

Interest on Lerned legacy,
Interest on state bonds,
Sale of state bonds,
Accrued interest on state bonds,
Collector of taxes, 1872 and 1873,
Collector of taxes, 1874 and 1875,

Savings bank tax,
Railroad tax,
Literary fund,
Insurance tax,

for bridge plank,
Sale of Mrs. Walker’s goods,

Sale of bridge plank,
Support of county paupers,
from liquor agent,

$30 00
87 00
1,900 00
28 10
200 00
9,931 99
2,302 25
219 77
915 43
5 25
rina
63 63
3 50
129 28
100 00

15,223 31

$18,387 95
Accounted for as follows:

Orders drawn by selectmen,
Interest paid on town bonds,
Town bonds paid and canceled,

$12,582 32
1,596 12
3,700 00

14
Interest on town bonds paid and canceled,
Cash on hand Feb. 28, 1876,

100 49
409 02

— $18,387 95
The auditors certify that they have carefully examined the
foregoing accounts of the treasurer, and find them correctly
cast and properly vouched,
TIMOTHY COLBY,
LEWIS D. EVANS,
THOMAS B. JONES,
Auditors.

RHPORT
OF

THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
In compliance with the law’s requirements, the superintending school committee present such facts and items relating to the current school year as in their judgment best fulfill
the legal obligation, and at the same time give a practical
amount of information regarding the condition of educational
matters.
Some of the features of the present report are of an
unusual character, introduced to satisfy a seeming need. Particularly, we refer to the statistical tables, increased this year
from one to three. There are several reasons for introducing
certain new statistical items. In the first place, the law requires more facts in the annual report than is always given ;

in the second place, the improved tables make

a basis for

calculating replies to statistical questions from the state superintendent, no less that ninety-seven such being presented
this year ; in the third place, the enlarged statement affords
our own citizens a better opportunity of studying in detail
the working of our school plan. To illustrate the third advantage, a comparison of certain figures in statistical table No. 1,
with certain uthers in statistical table No. 8, will show how unevenly in some instances our school money is distributed, taking the rate per legal scholar, determined by the whole amount

of money raised by the town, as a basis. This condition of things
is deeply regretted by many of our citizens. The school committee do not at present feel called upon to advise in view of

16
it, further than to say they deem it wise to consider first as
uniform a result of schooling as can possibly be obtained, and
then appropriate the money in such a way as to best favor that
result ; in other words, give every child in the town a chance
for instruction as nearly equal to that of every other as he can
possibly have, and distribute the money accordingly.
So long
as education is considered a public affair,and people are taxed
in common for its support, we think tt is wrong to distribute the
money so that one scholar shall have twenty-seven weeks of
schooling, and another only twelve.
Again, a comparison between statistical table No. 1, and statistical table No. 2, will

show how many of the legal scholars in a district have been
present at school at any one time. Statistical table No. 2, is
particularly instructive in stating as it were the history of each
term of school.
It may be well for the peopie of each district
to note the proportion of time lost each term by absences, to
say nothing of tardyings and dismissals. We also invite attention to the number of scholars in any case attending to either
of seven particular branches of study ; namely,

reading, spell-

ing, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography and history.
These are branches prescribed by law to be taught in the common schools of New Hampshire, and although “the superintending school committee may prescribe” other branches
‘‘where in their judgment it may be proper,” [General Statues, chap. 81, sec. 5.], we interpret the law to mean that no
other branches shall be studied to the exclusion or retirement
of all or either of the seven branches named.
We believe in
giving our schouars all profitable opportunities of pursuing
higher English branches in common schools, but cannot countenzoce them when adopted by pupils palpably too ignorant of
either reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography or history. It is our opinion that too few scholars in our
schools are studying particularly the last three of these branches. Many other important points can be construed from these
tables. We beg leave to state that the last column of statistieal table No. 2, giving No. of scholars ‘not at school,” and desigued to ascertain if there were avy violators of the provisions

of the compulsory law, is probably only approximately correct.
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A part of the figures are doubtless at variance, owing to a discrepancy in the school registers, some of them being published
before a recent change in the above law, which now requires
school attendance of children between the ages of five and fifteen, and not of four and fourteen, as formerly. The other figures are as correct as could be obtained from the teachers’ registers.
CONTRIBUTIONS

TO

THE

CENTENNIAL.

In response to request for articles for exhibition at the coming National Centennial in Philadelphia, the superintending
committee have complied as they were able. Attention is
invited to the following note:

“DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
‘‘ SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE,

“ConcorD, N. H., Feb. 18, 1876.
“Superintending School Committee, Hopkinton, N. H.:
“T have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your
-contribution for the Department of Education at the International Centennial Exposition.
It embraces copies of three
school registers, with teachers’ orders of exercises, two samples of scholars’ spelling, and a History of Education, containing forty-eight pages in manuscript.
“ Respectfully and truly,
“J. W. SIMONDS,
“ Supt. Public Instruction.”

The school registers mentioned were taken from districts
No. 1, No. 10 and No. 14. The orders of exercises were from
No. l and No. 14. The samples of spellings were from No. 1
and 10. These selections were not made wholly on the ac
count of superiority ; but, since only a few schools could be
represented, they were taken from the two villages and one

outer district, thus both our larger and smaller schools being
represented. Thanks are due Misses Sarah M. Kimball and
Nellie A. Sargent and Mrs. A. Priscilla Dow, teachers in the
above districts, for assistance in preparing articles. The “ History of Education” embraced a brief account of our common
schools, from their establishment to the present day; a description of the present legal conduct of schools; a comparison.
of past schools with present ; notices of ancient select schools.
2
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and sketches of Hopkinton and Contoocook Academies; biographical accounts of John Osgood Ballard, Rev. Edwin Ballard, D. D., A. P. Gage, A. M:., Ebenezer Lerned, M. D., and
mentions of various other parties more or less prominent educationally ; also other favts and reminiscences.
We may. also
mention a copy of the town report for 1875 sent to the Exposition and a copy of the report of 1876, to be forwarded as
soon as possible.

~

REPORTS

OF DISTRICTS.

Nore.—Reports of districts subscribed “ L.” will be seen to
contain marks of scholarship.
One (1) is a standard of proficiency, and means the pupils have done as well as could be expected ;any number greater then one denotes, in its degree of
increase, a lesser attainment.
When a branch is marked zero

(0) the indication is the final examination did not show it had
been taught during the term. The reports endeavor to show
the improvement of the several schools in the branches required by law to be taught in them. What is said of the position
of scholars during recitations may be interpreted to mean it is
thought a pupil should always stand when addressing the
teacher, but as arule had better sit when silent. Winter terms
will generally be seen to make a better appearance than sum-

mer; cool weather promotes intellectual improvement better
then warm.
In the reports subscribed C. A. H., the classes which received the same merit are grouped together, and the figures indicating attendance to school, and to the several branches
taught, are averaged from the figures in registers for the year.
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DISTRICT NO. 1.—Hopkinton Village.

e

First, second and third terms taught by Miss Sarah M.
Kimball. Length of school 27 weeks. Number of legal scholars, 49; number in attendance, average, 31; cost per year for

each scholar, $3.83. Number of pupils attending to reading
and spelling, 381; penmanship, 18; geography, 11; physiology, 2, merit

1; arithmetic,

22; grammar,

8, merit 2.

The

average number in geography and grammar is not what it
should be, considering the number and age of scholars. Merit
of the school in order and discipline, 2. No pupils have attended to history in this school for the past year.
. A. H.
DISTRICT
Summer

term.

NO. 2.—Emerson’s Hill.

Miss

Grace

D.

Currier,

teacher.

This

school was visited at the beginning by Mr. Hardon. At the
close, we found the school room decorated with flowers and
leaves, in some cases wrought into designs of unusual skill;
there was a fair number of visitors. The reading classes
stood; .the others generally sat, except when speaking. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1;
in arithmetic,
1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; history, 1.
Our impression of Miss C. was of a superior teacher, yet it
must be considered her scholars appeared very favorable material for a teacher to manipulate.
;
Winter term.. Mr. Geo. H. Dodge, teacher. The day was
stormy and blustering and there were few visitors. The prudential committee was present. The school-house had a tidy
appearance.
In recitation the pupils sat, except when read- ing or speaking. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1, the writing books as a whole presenting
an unusually neat appearance ; in grammar, 1; in geography,
1; in history, 1. Anumber of recitations closed the exercises.
Mr. D. has several times before taught in this town and needs
no special commendation ; his conduct of this term was equal
to that of any previous one.
L.
DISTRICT
Summer term.

NO. 3.—Hatfield.

Miss Alice C. Flanders, teacher.

was visited at the beginning by Mr. Hardon.

This school

On the closing af-
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ternoon, which was dull and warm, we found a few visitors, besides the school, in a room very tastily decorated with leaves
and flowers. Except when speaking, the scholars generally
sat in recitation.
General appearance in reading, 1 1-4; in
spelling, 1; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1 1-4;
in geography, 1; in history, 1. -There was considerable drilling

in various miscellaneous and practical questions.

Miss F. ap-

peared to have done her duty energetically and faithfully ; her
method of examination showed a superior estimate of practical
over merely theoretical work.
Winter term. Miss Luella E. Straw, teacher. The examination day was fair and there were afew visitors. The school
room was tidy, as well as decorated with a variety of pleasant
and beautiful pictures set off with boughs of evergreen.
Generally speaking, the classes sat except when reading or addressing the teacher at length. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1 1-45 in,
grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 1. There were seyeral instances of individual commendatory efforts. Besides
some attention to rheturical exercises during the term, there
were practices in drawing, written topical exercises, etc., all of
which are approved. Miss 8. deserves to be classified among
the very best teachers employed in town during the past school
year.
L.

DISTRICT NO. 4.—Sugar Hill.
Summer term. Miss Susie R. Carpenter, teacher. This
school closed when we were obliged to be absent, and Mr. Harvey witnessed the examination. The day was fair, but the
visitors few. The school room was appropriately decorated

with pictures, leaves and flowers. Most of the classes stood
during the entire recitation, but those in reading sat except
when exercised.
General appearauce in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 0; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar 0; in
geography, 1 1-2; in history, 0. Declamations and recitations
at close. This school suffered a brief suspension during the
term on account of the illness of the teacher. This was Miss
C.’s first attempt at teaching and we judge she met with some

annoyance from sources common to the experience of begin-

21

ners, but which most always disappear with subsequent
efforts.
Winter term. Miss Helen H. Colby, teacher. The closing
day was pleasant and a fair number of visitors were present at
the examination.
The school room presented a tidy appearance. Certain of the decorations of the last term remained.
In recitations the pupils generally sat except when speaking.
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing,
1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0. There were declamations and recitations.
Aft
the close of the exercises the school, through Master Frankie
Dodge, the youngest boy, presented the teacher with an appropriate and tasty gift. Miss C. fully confirmed her previous
reputation as an instructor.
L.
DISTRICT

NO.

5.—South Road.

First and second terms taught by Miss Mary C. Foss.
Length of school, 21 weeks; number of legal scholars, 17 ;
average attendance each term, 9 ; cost per year for each scholar,.
$6.12 ; number of pupils attending reading and spelling, 9;
penmanship, 8 ; arithmetic, 8; geography, 3; composition,4 ;

U. 8. history, 4; physiology, 1, merit,
1; grammar, 4, merit,
1; merit of the school in order and discipline, 1.
C. A. H.
DISTRICT

NO. 6.—Jewitt Road.

First and second terms taught by Miss Mary L. Flanders.
Length of school 20 weeks. Number of legal pupils, 17 ;number in attendance, average, 8; cost per year for each scholar,
$6.12; number attending reading and spelling, 8; penmanship, 8; arithmetic, 8; geography, 5; grammar, 5; U.S. history, 1, merit 1; merit of the school in order and discipline, 1.
The number attending to history should have been greater.
C. A. H.

DISTRICT

NO. 7.—Main Road.

First and second terms taught by Miss Gertrude Straw.
Length of school, 20 weeks ; number of legal pupils, 28; average in attendance, 16; cost per scholar for the year, $4.74;
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number attending to reading and spelling, 16; penmanship,
8; arithmetic, 9; geography, 7; grammar, 1; U. 8. history,
1; merit, 1. The number attending to history and grammar
ought to have been more. Merit of the school in order and
discipline, 1.
:
C..A. H.
DISTRICT

NO. 8.—Beech

Hill.

First and second terms taught by Miss Ellen H. Colby.
Number of legal pupils, 20; average in attendance, 8; cost
per scholar for the year, $5.59; length of school, 14 weeks,
number attending reading and spelling, 8; penmanship, 7 ;

arithmetic, 7; geography,4; grammar, 5; history, 1; physiology, 2; merit in recitation, order and discipline, 1.
.

C. A. H.

DISTRICT NO. 9.—Tyler’s.
Summer

term.

Miss Alma

N. Holmes, teacher.

Exami-

nation day was fair, and a good number of visitors, including
the prudential committee, were present. The school room
was appropriately decorated with pictures, leaves and flowers.
In reading, the classes stood; in other branches they sat during the entire verbal recitation. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling,

1; in writing,

1; in arithmetic,

1; in

grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0. There were also
recitations and an appropriate and pleasant motion song. The
children of this school were mostly small, and too young to
develop much distinction of trait in the different branches.
Miss H. is avery good teacher, who no doubt illustrates the
advantage of her attendance at the state normal school.
We
are glad to notice her efforts to cultivate a taste for drawing
and composition.
L.

Second term taught by Mrs. Alma N. Rowell.

Length of

school, 8 weeks ; number of legal pupils, 14 ; number in attend-

ance, 16. During part of the term, several scholars from the
adjoining district attended the school. Cost per scholar for
the year, $6.90 ; number attending to reading and spelling, 16;
penmanship, 6; geography, 8; grammar, 1; history, 1; drawing, 6, merit 1; arithmetic 15, merit, 1.
C, A. H.

23
DISTRICT

NO.

10.—Contoocook.

Summer term.
Mrs. A. Priscilla Dow, teacher.
Thisschool
was visited at the beginning by Mr. Hardon.
At the close we
found the school room very tastily decorated with leaves,
flowers and mottoes, and met a large number of visitors. The
exercises began favorably, but a passing thunder storm so
upset the equanimity of the occasion, we were unable to express
as clear a judgment of matters as we would like; hence we
refrain from as exact an estimate as we have given in other
cases. ‘The scholars all seemed cheerful and happy and in
several of the branches certainly acquitted themselves very
creditably. We were glad to learn that vocal and instrumental
music, declamations, recitations, etc., had been practiced during the term; there were interesting and pleasant musical and
rhetorical exercises at the examination. Mrs. D. has had a good
deal of experience in teaching and given good evidence of
adaptation to her work. Her report says,—‘The scholars for
the most part have been very punctual, and in every instance
polite and obedient, and so far as I know there has nothing
happened to mar the perfect harmony and union existing, and
which ought to be in every district.”
Winter term. Mrs. A. P. Dow, teacher.
We found this
school badly disconcerted on the last day, on account of a defective condition of the school-house chimney, incurring an accumulation of smoke in doors, The matter had to be adjusted
before we could proceed, but, upon examination, the pupils
appeared very creditably, considering they had suffered the
above annoyance for some days. There were a few visitors
present, less than probably would have been, had it not been
for the unfortunate condition of the school-house, as well as
the recent snow storm. Except in reading, the scholars
sat nearly all the time during recitations. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1 1-2; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1. There wasa class

in history during
book-keeping and
torical exercises
Mrs, D. confirmed

a part of the term. There were algebra,
philosophy,.during the entire term. Rhewere reserved for a subsequent evening.
her former reputation as a teacher.
L.
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DISTRICT

NO.

11.—Clement’s Hill.

Summer term. Miss Sarah D. Page, teacher. We visited
this school on the day before the close in the absence of Mr.
Hardon, and consequently we saw it but once. From the
evidence within our reach, we conclude that no very favorable
relations existed between the teacher and district, from the first,
on which account the term was less profitable. However, the
school room was decorated for examination with leaves and
flowers disposed in greater taste than we had ever before witnessed in a similar place. The prudential committee was present. General appearance in reading, 1 1-4; in spelling, 1
1-4; in writing 1, a number of writing books, however, were
at home ; in arithmetic, 1 1-2; in grammar, 2; in geography,
2; in history, 0. There was also a class each in composition,
book-keeping, natural philosophy and algebra, the verbal questions being answered with a good deal of promptness. There
was too much insubordination; the teacher seemed to fail of
the power to infuse proper authorty. With the exception of
the reading and gpelling classes, the scholars sat during the
entire verbal recitations.
Fall term. Miss Mattie George, teacher. The day of examination was dull and chilly, threatening a storm, yet we met
a fair number of visitors in the school room, which presented
a clean and tidy appearance. The prudential committee was
present. In discipline and conduct the school appeared excellently. In recitation, the scholars generally stood when
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1,
speaking,
though we wish the words had been always pronounced before

spelling ; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in
history, 0. There were also very good classes in book-keeping

and algebra, The exercises also included declamations, recitations and compositions. "We were pleased to know rhetorical exercises had been a part of the term’s course. Miss. G. is
one of the best teachers we have met during our term of office.
At the close of the school, her pupils made her the recipient
of an appropriate present.
The following are names of scholars approved for having no
marks for whispering during the term: Ida J. Hardy, Flora
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E. Clough, Sarah A. Dunbar, Isabel M. Hardy, Josie L. Hardy, —
Nancie E. Clough, Emma E. Annis, Fred A. Perry, Herbert
A. Brown.
Winter term. Mr. Willie BE. Piper, teacher. We examined
this school one day before the close. The weather was cold
and rough. The prudential committee was present. The
pupils appeared very orderly and well behaved.
In recitation
the older classes sat except when speaking or reading; the
younger reading classes stood all the time. General appearance in reading, I 1-4; spelling, 11-2; writing,1; arithmetic,
1 1-4; grammar, 1; geography, 1; history, 0. There was
also a class in natural philosophy, as well as one each in rhetoric, book-keeping and algebra, Declamations and recitations
were practiced during the term. We were pleased to see an
unabridged dictionary on the teacher’s desk, its presence indicating an interest in correct pronunciation. This was Mr.
P.’s first attempt at teaching. Not to speak disparagingly,
-we consider this a hard school for a beginner; there are too
many elements to classify and conduct. While truth compels
us to say the teacher did not in our opinion do quite as well
as we should have expected an experienced hand to do, yet
we have great confidence in his attainments and characteristic
ability to make a first class instructor, if he should in future
devote himself to that calling.

The following are names of scholars commended in the teacher’s report for. not whispering during the term: Joseph Clough,
Mary Clough, Ida Hardy, Sarah Dunbar, Isabel Hardy, Arvilla
Hardy, Josephine Hardy, NettieSeptet Flora Clough, Maria
Clough, Emma Annis.
L.
DISTRICT NO. 12.—Stumpfield.
Summer term. Miss Helen H. Colby, teacher. We were
obliged to visit this school the day before the close, having
several to examine that week. The day was fair and a good
number of visitors, including the prudential committee, were
present. A profusion of beautiful flowers had been gathered and
disposed about the room, a bouquet on each desk constituting a
most attractive feature of the display. In reading, the classes
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stood; in other branches, they sat except when reciting.
General appearance in reading, 1 1-4; in spelling, 1 1-4; in
writing, 1 1-2; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1 1-4; in history, 1. Thete were a number of declamations and recitations.
Five scholars paid some attention to
composition during the term. Miss C. has had several terms
experience and is a good teacher. We have to mention one
complaint of insubordination and absenteeism without rendering sufficient excuse.
The teacher’s report says, ‘The
scholars have generally regarded the rules of the school very
carefully.”
Winter term. Mr. Henry D. Dustin, teacher. Examination day was cold. <A few visitors were in the school room,
which was neat and tidy. In many of the classes, the pupils
stood during nearly cr quite all of the exercise ; in the rest,
they sat except when addressing the teacher more at length.
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing,
1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 1. The school reflected credit upon the labors of Mr.
D., who appeared to work faithfully for his scholars’ interests.
This district maintained a select fall term of six weeks,

taught by Miss Alice 8. Flanders.
DISTRICT
Summer term.

Miss

B.

NO. 13.—Putney’s Hill.
Clara A. Smith,

teacher.

Examina-

tion day was very stormy and there were but few visitors.
The school room was appropriately decorated with leaves,
flowers and pictures. In recitation, the scholars sat, except
when speaking.
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1 1-2; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1 1-2;
in geography, | 1-2; in history, 0. There were also declamations and recitations. Miss §. has had little experience in
teaching, but gives promise of much success.
Her report says:
“The scholars have been very kind and seemed to obey me
from pleasure”; also, “The parents have treated me with the
greatest kindness.”
Winter term. Miss Nellie A. Sargent, teacher. The closing day was cloudy, but comfortable.
There were a large
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number of visitors, including many out of the district. The
school-house was tidy inappearance. Besides the usual pictorial decorations, there were tasty displaysof everyreens. Except when reading or speaking, the pupils sat in recitation.
General appearance in reading, 1; in speliing, 1; in writing,
1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1. There
was a class in history during the earlier portion of the term.
There were also declamaiions and recitations; these were a
part of the regular programme of the term. This was one of
the very best examinations of the year and reflected much
credit upon the teacher.
L.

DISTRICT NO. 14.—Gage’s.
Summer term. Miss Ella F. Underhill, teacher. Examination day was fair, and a large number of visitors, including
the prudential committee, were present.
Decorations, by
means of pictures, leaves and flowers were abundant and tasteful. In recitation, the scholars sat except when exercised.
General appearance in reading, 1 ; inspelling,1; writing, 1 1-4 ;
in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1 1-4; in geography, 11-4; in
history, 0. There were also declamations, recitations and compositions. Miss Underhill has taught several terms in this
district and succeeded in gaining the entire respect and affection of parents and scholars. This being her last term, Rev.

Mr. Stone, in behalf of the school, presented her with an elegant gift of silver ware. The teacher’s register shows that
composition and vocal music were a part of the programme of
the term.
Winter term. Miss Nellie A. Sargent, teacher. Owing to
Miss Sargent’s conflicting engagement in District No. 13, this
school closed two weeks earlier than was at first intended.
The closing examination was witnessed by a good number of
visitors. The classes were very prompt in recitation. With
the exception of the primary reading classes, the pupils sat
except when addressing the teacher or hearers. General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1 ; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0.
There were also singing, declamations and recitations, exer-

28

cises in which departments had been practiced during the term.
The decorations of the previous term were maintained with
improvements and additions. A few mineral specimens and a
pot of plants were appropriately allowed. Miss 8. is entitled
to much credit for signs of thoroughness.
L.

DISTRICT

NO. 16.—West Hopkinton.

Summer term, Miss Clara A. Flanders, teacher. Mr. Hardon visited this school at the beginning.
At the close, we
found a dull day, a fair number of visitors and a school room
very tastily decorated with leaves and flowers. The exercises
were varied, with recitations, declamations and singing. Generally the classes sat except when speaking.
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1 1-4; in arith-

metic, 1; in grammar, 1 1-2; in geography, 1; in history, 0.
Miss F.. is, in our judgment, an excellent teacher. The scholars of this school appeared very cheerful and contented with
their discipline.
Winter term. Miss Clara A. Flanders, teacher. The day
of final examination was stormy and there were but a few visitors. The school room was not only generally tidy, but very
tastily decorated with pictures and leaves. Except in reading
and spelling, the scholars sat most of the time daring recitations. General appearance in reading, 1 1-4 ; in spelling, 1 1-4;
in writing, 1 1-4; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history,0. An appropriate selection was declaimed
by Master Frank Wheeler. Miss F. appeared to have been
faithful to her task.
The pupils appeared very kindly disposed, trying to do their best.
L.
DISTRICT

NO. 17.—Currier’s.

First and second terms taught by Miss
Length of school 17 weeks, number of legal
in attendance, 10; cost per scholar for the
ber attending reading and spelling, 10;
arithmetic, 5; geography, 3; grammar,2;
in recitation, order and discipline, 1. This
not a proper supply of blackboard.

Annie E. Hodge.
pupils 14, average
year, $6.90; numpenmanship, 7;
history,2. Merit
school-house has
C, A. H.

.
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DISTRICT

Summer term.

NO.

18.—Buswell’s

Corner.

Miss Nellie A. Morrill, teacher.

The

clos-

ing day of this school was rainy and the visitors were few.
Several elegant bouquets were in the school room.
The exercises were varied with recitations by the scholars. The reading classes stood ; the other classes sat except when speaking.
General appearance in reading, |; in spelling, 1 1-4—the sylables were not always pronounced ; in writing, 1 ; in arithmetic, 1 1-4; in grammer, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 1;
there was also a good class in natural philosophy.
This
was Miss M.’s first experience in teaching and we must pronounce her success very favorable. We have always found
this school very pleasant and kindly disposed.
L.
This district is composed of scholars from Concord and Hopkinton, called a union district. Second term taught by Miss
Emma J. Flanders. Length of school 9 weeks; number of
legal pupils in Hopkinton, 5; whole number attending the
school, 9; cost per scholar for the year, $14.52; number attending reading and spelling, 9; merit of the fifth reader class,
1, of the remaining classes, 2; penmanship, 7 ; arithmetic, 8;
merit of the Ist class, 1, remaining classes,2; geography, 5;
grammar, 4; composition, 1; history,1; merit, 1. ©. A. H.

DISTRICT NO. 19.—Blackwater.
Summer term. Miss Nellie A. Sargent, teacher. The day
was fair and there was a good attendance of visitors at the examination.
The prudential committee was present. The
school room was tastily decorated with pictures, leaves, flowers
and other devices.
In reading, the classes stood; in other
branches, they sat except when speaking. General appearance
in reading, 1 ; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1 1-2; in arithmetic,
1 1-4; in grammar, 0; in geography, 1; in history, 0.

Dec-

lamations and recitations at close. In teaching, Miss 8. shows
good results of the considerable experience she hashad. We
heard complaints of scholars leaving school without giving
sufficient reason for absence ; however, the teachet’s report
says, “I found this a very pleasant little school, the scholars
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:

all having good dispositions, being ready and willing to take
huld of the work assigned them.”
L.
Second term, taught by Miss Grace D. Currier. Length of
school, 12 weeks; number of legal pupils, 21 ;in attendance, 11;
cost per year for each scholar, $5.57 ; number attending reading and spelling, 11; penmanship, 9; arithmetic, 8; geograpby, 3; grammar, 3; composition,
order and discipline, 1.

DISTRICT
Summer

term.

NO. 20.—No.

4; merit

in

recitation,
C. A. H.

Contoocook.

Miss Helen M. White, teacher.

Mr. Har-

don visited this school at the beginning. The day of the final
examination was stormy and the school visitors were few.
There were pleasant decorations with leaves and flowers. The
exercises were varied, with recitations, dialogues, vocal music

and gymnastics. We were glad to learn that these features
had been a part of the term practice. In general, the classes
sat except when speaking. General appearance in reading, 1 1-4;
in spelling, 1; in writing, 1; in arithmetic,

1 1-4; in gram-

mar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0. We were favorably
impressed with Miss W.’s capabilities, but judged she had to
contend with difficulties to which no refined lady should be
subject. We heard complaints of certain insubordinate spirits that seemed only too strong in their disposition to create
disorder.
‘The general disposition of those scholars present
for examination seemed to be very kind; in testimony of
their good will, they presented their teacher with a neat and
appropriate gift, at the close of the exercises. Addie L. Burnham, Edna J. Richardson, Clara A. Putnam and Charles R.
Putnam were accredited with high rank. The teacher’s report says, “ For the first few weeks I found it quite hard
to govern, but the latter part of the term has been very
pleasant. For the most part the scholars were obedient and
tried to improve their time. There are a few scholars here
who are not sent to school to learn, but the majority of the parents have helped the teacher thissummer, for which they have
her most hearty thanks.”
Winter term. Mr. George W. Fierce, teacher. HExamina-
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tion day was raw and blustery. There were a few residents of
the district in the school room. <A large delegation for the
school in District No. 10, in company with their teacher, Mrs.
Dow, were present. This term suffered a good deal from irregularities and later entire absences.
Those of the pupils remaining gave evidence of an endeavor to do their best. General appearance

in reading,

1; in spelling, 1; in writing, 1,

though only a few of the books were to beseen; in arithmetic,
1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0.
There
was a little too much sitting during class exercises. Mr. P. is
a teacher of considerable experience and aims to make thoroughness the only criterion of advancement.
His infinence
upon his pupils was decidedly improving.
.
The above reports were written at the close of the respective
terms and in the endeavor to give a correct statement of the
impressions obtaining at the time of writing. However, before
dismissing this district from our notice we wish to add a few
reflections. The school here is in some respects a peculiar
one. Fora long time it has been a subject of more or less
complaint and criticism. Yet there are many good scholars in
it, besides many more that might be better scholars if they
were subject to the right educational, social and domestic influences. These should not savor too much of condemnation.
It is true, a faithful discharge of duty often implies criticism
as well as commendation, but a full moral obligation is not discharged by either. The combined energies of aschool district
should tend, first of all, to make learning inviting. Themeans
of learning should be surrounded by every appropriate attraction.
A pleasant and comfortable school-house, filled with
pleasant pictures, flowers and other decorations, a pleasant
teacher, pleasant books, pleasant instruction, pleasant discipline, and, as far as can be had, a pleasant neighborhood.

Again, it is a part of school instruction to teach children how
to arrive at intellectual results.
If scholars are dull, they
must be taught how to apply themselves.
The proper use of
a@ book often implies as much knowledge as the use of a complicated machine.
Further, if scholars are poor, they should
be carefully guarded against influences calculated tu render
their poverty conspicious, or liable to incur their discomfort
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and unhappiness, when in company with those of their fellows
more favored by fortune. The study and cuitivation of the
principles and suggestions we have pointed out will ina
most vivid manner strengthen the conviction that the majority
of school scholars can be disciplined and instructed without
arbitrary command or physical force, as well as a school can
be made so inviting that most pupils will dislike to stay away
from it.
55

DISTRICT NO. 21.—Davisville Road.
Fall term.
Miss Liza J. Dunbar, teacher.
This was the
only term of the year. The number of legal scholars in this
district is very small. Only two received instruction.
Other
pupils from adjoining districts were present a part of the
time. The closing examination occurred one day before the
last. The traveling was bad and there were no visitors. The
school room showed pleasant signs of a disposition to decorate.
Except in reading, the classes sat, unless at work at the
blackboard.
General appearance in reading, 1; in spelling,
1; in writing, 1; in arithmetic, 1; in grammar, 1; in geography, 1; in history, 0. There were also rhetorical exercises.
Declamations and recitations were practiced during the term.
As an instructor, Miss D. appeared to perform her part faith-

fully and well. Her report says, “The scholars, though somewhat irregular in attendance, were studious and obedient.”
;
L.
DISTRICT NO. 24.—Farrington Corner.

This is a union district composed of scholars from Concord
and Hopkinton.
First term, Miss Lizzie H. Palmer, teacher.

Second

term taught by Miss

Sarah

E. Hart.

Length

of

school, 24 weeks ; number of legal scholars from Hopkinton,
12; cost per scholar for the year $7.19 ; whole number attend-

ing each term, 15; number attending to reading and spelling,
15; penmanship, 12; arithmetic, 13; geography, 7; grammar,

5; composition,

5; history, 1; physiology, 2; merit in

recitation, 1, excepting the classes in geography of the second term, which is l plus; merit of the school in order and
discipline, 1. We also notice a deficiency in the number at-

tending to history in this‘school,
i

~

C. A. H.
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STATISTICAL TABLE, NO. 1.

E
Z

Designation.

Prudential Com.

per
money. scholar.
rate
Amount Legal
of

6
A
1} Village.
2|}Emerson’s Hill.
3| Hatfield.

4|Sugar Hill.
5|South Road.
6| Jewitt Road.
7|Main Road.
8| Beech Hill.

9|Tyler’s.

of
|Cond’n
House.

|
pupils.
Legal

-

10|Contoocook.

E. D. French,
E. B. Dunbar,
H. W. Green.
Anson White.
Thos. Reid.
John Bohonan.

Fred’k Spofford.
P. M. Flanders.

E. 8. Straw.
Melvin Colby.
Albert Holmes.
H. E. Dow,
Walton Allen,
E. F. Chase.

11/Clement’s Hill.
12|Stumpfield.
13|Putney’s Hill.
14/|Gage’s.
16| West Hopkinton.
17|Currier’s.
18| Buswell’s Corner.
19| Blackwater.
20| No. Contoocook.
21| Davisville Road.

24|Farrington’s Cor.

Samuel Hardy.
Enoch Danforth.
C. C. Lord.
M. W. Burbank.
H. E. Wheeler.
John Blake.

Smith

Buswell.

W.S. Ager.
J. M. Putnam.

David Seavey.
Eli A. Boutwell.

49 $187.90 $ 8.83

J22.40
1f1.92
$8.34
104.06
104.06
132.88
111.92
96.20

5.10
0.09
8.03
6.12
6.12
4.74
0.09
6.87

253.40

3.37

148.36
98.82
104.06
98.82
106.68
96.20
72.62
117.16
195.76
67.38
93.58

4.48
6.58
6.12
6.58
5.92
6.87
14.52
D.07
3.91
22.46
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